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PART V

CROPS

Hajor Crops

According to the Census of Agriculture, harvestad cropland in Whitman County
ameunted to 669,572 acres in 1959. Vhitman's cropland accounted for about 15 per-
cent of tie state total in that year. An overwhelming proportion of the county's
cropland is devoted to small grains, principally winter wheat and barley uader
dryland farming. Other important crops are dry peas, hay and lentils.

Wheat is the dominant crop in Whitman County. In 196lL, wheat was harvested
from asbout 346,600 acres. The second ranking small grain in terms of acreage is
barley. Barley was produced on an estimated 91,000 acres in 190k, Dry peas also
is among the leading crops in the county. Acocording to the latest Census of Agri-
culture, there were 112,438 acres of this erop in 1959 which accounted for about
63 percent of the state total. Alfalfa is the most important hay crop in the
county. In 1962, alfalfa was grown on 18,900 acres, Whitman County grows most of
the state's lentils. In 1959, there were 16,938 acres of lentils in the county
which represented about three-fourths of the state acreage.
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Figure 10. Percent Of Total Cropland In Leading Crops
Whitman County, 1959
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Crog Trends

A number of changeg are apparent in the emnhacia Whitman Countvy farmers have

O Aauiens WA Wweatw Sk CUTRIAL DAV edd Vad Capraateida W Waetve s Wi wma W2 - = & S=55

given to leading cropg These show the influence of market outleta and improved
facilities for the distribution and storage of farm products. They also reflect

technological advances in agriculture and government programs. New food process-
'ina methods have affected the asreares of various cropns. Indead, thanpes of erop
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patterns have resulted from the farmer's own initlatzve in experlmentation with
different crops and types of farming. Whitman County agriculture through special-

ization and 1ntens:f1cation has becofié intreasingly more valuable %o the regiqnal
pconom- .

Small-Grains: Ifmeat, Barley, Oats and Rye

Pi oneer farmers eariv discovered that the 59115

eastern Washington were ideal for growing grains.
only are fertile but are highly retentive of mdisture, an impqrtant factor in dry=
land: farming. Whitmen County grain farmers have taken full advantage of the . -

areals rich resources of soils and elimatic conditions. Modern machinery and im-

proved farming practices have aided the farmers to make the county one of the i
richest grain producing areas in the world. : :

VWheat

wheat is the major crop in Whitman County both in terms of acreage and value.
Since the pioneer period, wheat has been the principal crop of the ares. Wheat
fields in the county cover most of the Palouse Hills and also some sections of the
Channelled Scablands. According to the Census of Agriculture, Whitman County
ranked first among all the counties in the United States in wheat acreage and
production in 1959, In 1964, 346,600 acres of county land were devoted to wheat
and production was 15,837,600 bushels. Whitman contained about 17 percent of the
state acreage of wheat and accounted for over 19 percent pf Washington's total
wheat production in 196k.

Most of the wheat grown in the county has been winter wheat. Winter vheat
has been preferred over spring wheat because of higher ylelds and because moisture
conditions favor fall-seeded grain. A substantial acreage of spring wheat gene-
rally is-on land first seeded to winter wheat. Fields of winter wheat that have
been damaged by winterkill, other climatic conditions or erosion are generally
reseeded to spring wheat. ’

Since 1939, the county wheat acreage has ranged between a high of 531,200
scres in 1953 and the low of 286,000 acres in 1943. Between 1939 and 1953, the
overall trend in wheat acreage was upward. When the Federal whe t acreage aliot-
ment program was initiated in 1954, land in wheat dropped from 531,000 acres in
the previous year to 370,000 acres. Since then, acreage has remained below
350,000 acres in the county.

Winter wheat has dropped from a high of 456,000 acres in 1949 to 336,000
acres in 196}. Harvested acres of spring wheat has ranged from as little as 2,400
acres in 1958 to as much as 160,&00 acres in 1953 Wide variations in the apring
wheat acreage result from the fact that much of bhe wheat seeded in the spring is
done so only when there has been extensive damage to the winter wheat crop or when
conditions in the fall were unfavorable to planting. In 196&, 336,000 acres of
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winter wheat prodvced 15,456,000 buchels for an average yield per acre of L6
bushels. In comparison, only 10,600 acres of spring wheat were harvested which
produced 361,600 bushels--a yield of 36 bushels per acre.
Table 15, Winter lheat and Spring Wheat
Whitman County, 1939-196l

inver Wheat Spring lVheat

Year | parvested (Bzggigs ; Production |l Jarvested (nfi§i$g gProduction

iicres Por Acre) | (Bushels) Acres é;;f;;;;) J (Bushels)
1939 | 293,000 31.6 9,259,000 || 69,000 25.9 1 1,787,000
19L0 | 280,000 32. 9,032,000 || $8,000 23.0 | 2,250,000
9Lt 339,000 33.2 11,255,900 || 32,000 | . 25.2 | 806,000
1942 | 278,000 34.3 9,531,000 || 10,500 28.0 294,000
1943 | 125,600 29.0 3,6L2,000 || 160,400 31.1 4,985,000
9Lk | 275,700 35.14 9,759,000 | 104,500 30.7 3,212,000
19551 309,800 33.2 10,284,500 | 62,000 2h.6 2,017,500
1951 394,500 36.5 14,399,200 ji 28,000 30.6 856,800
1947 ¢ 388,000 30.8 11,969,000 || 57,000 21.0 1,197,000
1948 | 430,000 31.5 13,515,000 || 40,000 20,2 808,000
1949 | 156,000 27.5 112,540,000 || 37,000 21.5 795,500
1950 1 100,000 355 14;200,000 149,300 27.0 1,331,100
1951 | 325,000 37.5 12,187,500 | 125,000 26.0 3,276,000
1952 | 128,000 38.5 16,478,000 || 39,000 26,0 1,01},000
1953 | 119,000 35.5 1 1h,874,500 |112,200 27.5 3,085,500
1954 | 356,000 42.5 15,130,000 || 14,000 34.0 476,000
1955 | 333,200 38.0 12,561,600 1 6,700 23.0 154,100
1956 | 280,000 37.5 10,500,000 i 59,000 36.0 2,121,000
1957 | 313,600 6.5 i 1h,582,400 5,000 440 220,000
1958 | 329,600 .o 13,513,600 §§ 2,400 21.5 51,600
1959 | 336,000 g0.5 16,968,000 | 4,100 2.0 172,200
1960 | 3l1,000 h1.5 14,151,500 %t 3,600 27.0 97,200
1961 | 270,500 33.0 8,926,500 ' 3,800 24.0 91,200
1962 | 288,800 46.0 13,284,800 | 6,200 10.5 251,100
19631 333,000 7.0 15,651,000 § 15,800 31.0 520,800
1964 | 336,000 46,0 15,456,000 || 10,600 36.0 381,600

Source: Statistical Re porting Service, U.S.D.A{

According to the Census of Agriculture, a total of 1,523 farms reported grow-
ing winter vheat in Whitman County in 1959. Over three~fourths of these farms
harvested more than 100 acres of winter wheat each. In the same year, spring
vheat was reported grown by 77 farms, of which only 14 harvested more than 100
acres.

Yhitman County farmers have experimented with several varieties of wheat in
order to obtain greater yields, In 196, Gaines was the leading variety grown in
the county, representing 81 percent of the total production. Omar was second with
9.0 percent of the quantity harvested during the year.



36 Vhitman County, Washington

Table 10. Esbimated Wheat Production by Varieties
Whitman County, 1964-~1963-1962: .

158, 496l |

e | 1963 1962
Ty [ Bushels | & | % %
Comron White 14,395,300 { 90.91 82.2 775
GainesS sveeeses | 12,771,500 | 80.6 Ur.7 0.9
- BYevVOr seeeeses 689,800 1 L. 22.8 63.1
B BUI"b sravsenens ) b530’2{30 3-3 8.3 10.5
. Tdaed sessesses . 72,300 : 0.5 : 3.1 100
- Federation ere 280,900 1.8 : O|2 0.5
'GOlden (AN EY YN 15,500 0.1 0-1 1.1
Marfed IR RN SRR K 28,,400 ) 0.2.> TR. U.h
: ‘Requa [ EE N NN E W] 6,700 & TR; hoadad - s
White Club 1,424,300 9.0 17.6 22,3
Omar sassesesss | 1,420,100 | 9.0 17.4 21.7
' El"ﬁal‘ Illll;'!l‘ """' T 0.1 0‘6
C ELEIN sevseeses 4;200 | TR, 0.1 TR.
Hard Red Vinter 18,000 { 0.1 0.1 0.2
" . Turkey-REio ... -- -- 0.1 0.2
Ridit vevenvnns 1,800 | TR. TR. TR.
Ch@}"enne esvens 6,200 Onl - TRQ
Soft Red Winter -- - - TR. TR,
Tr‘lplett ssete e - - TR) TR'I '
. Total A1l Classes | 15,837,600 | 16,171,800 ; 13,535,500

Barley:

Barley is the second ranking crop in the county in terms of acreage. Accord-
ing to the Census of Agriculture, Whitman ranked eleventh among 2ll United States
counties in barley acreage and was third in quantity harvested in 1959. Since
195k, farmers have increased their acreages of barley on lands taken out of wheat
because of ‘the Federal wheat acreage allotment program. Barley in Whitmon County
Jumped from 33,000 acres in 1953 to 14},000 acres in 1954, - Since 1954, the acre-
age has ranged between 169,500 to 91,000 acres. Yields have varied from a low of
31 bushels per acre in 1955 to a high of 53 bushels per acre in 195} since the
allotment program was initiated. In 196, -L,85L,400 bushels of barley were har-
vested from 91,000 acres in the county, Whitman was the leading barley county in
the state both in acreage and production in 196, R -
According to the Census of Agriculture, a total of 1,29k farms reported grov-
ing barley in Whitmen County in 1959. About LS percent of these farms harvested
more than. 100 acres of barley. The distribution pattern of barléy follows closely
that of wheat in the county. - o nel e o -
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Table 17. 1Vheat and Barley:s Acreage, Yield and Production
Whitman County, 1939-1964

All thest i Barley

Year | garvested ???1? - Production ||Harvested :;Yi?1§ Production

Acres ;ZEEZE;:) (bushels) l Acres ;ngzgi:) (bushelfz_
1939 | 362,000 30.5 11,046,000 | 34,500 34.0 1,176,k
1940 | 378,000 29.8 . 111,282,000 § 52,000 31.0 1,610,800
1941 | 371,000 32,5 12,061,900 | 59,000 37.0 2,183,000
19h2 | 288,500 3h.1 9,825,000 | 115,000 42.0 1,839,000
1943 | 286,000 30,2 8,627,000 | 96,000 42.0 4,032,000
19hl | 380,200 3h.1 12,971,000 | 73,000 39.0 2,817,000
1945 | 391,8C0 314 12,302,000 || 13,000 37.0 1,517,000
1946 | 122,500 36.1 15,256,000 | 31,000 39.5 1,343,000
1947 | L55,000 29.6 13,166,000 | 43,000 30.0 1,290,000
1948 | 470,000 3.5 14,353,000 || 57,000 33.0 1,881,000
1949 | 493,000 27.0 13,335,500 i 39,200 27.5 1,078,000
1950 { Ll9,300 34.6 15,531,000 f| 47,000 37.0 2,479,000
1951 | 151,000 3.3 15,463,500 | 30,000 37.0 1,110,000
1952 | 467,000 37.5 17,492,000 | 33,000 34.0 1,122,000
1953 | 531,200 33.8 17,960,000 || 33,000 36.5 1,200,000
1954 | 370,000 4.2 15,606,000 || 1khk,000 8.0 6,915,000
1955 | 339,900 37.7 12,815,700 || 145,000 31.0 14,803,000
1956 | 339,000 37.2 12,624,000 | 124,000 1.3 5,119,500
1957 | 318,600 b5 14,802,400 || 169,500 47.0 7,966,500
1958 | 332,000 4.9 13,565,200 || 166,700 37.1 6,186,100
1959 | 340,100 50.4 17,140,200 | 158,000 k5.3 7,156,000
1960 | 34,5600 h1.3 14,248,700 || 13L,6C0 k2.5 5,720,500
1961 | 347,900 31.9 11,102,400 § 146,500 L.l 6,158,5C0
1962 | 295,000 45.9 13,535,900 | 127,000 52.0 6,601,000
1963 | 349,800 h6.2 16,171,800 | 13%,000 16.1 6,176,000
196k | 346,600 45.7 15,837,600 ff 91,000 53.3 4,85k, 400

édﬁrce: Statistical Reporting Service, U,S.D.A.
Oats and Rye

Since 1939, the trend in Whitman County's oats acreage has been downward,

Oats have been the traditional feed crop for horses and the decline in acreage is
largely the result of farm mechanization and the reduction of the horse population.
There was an increase in acreage during the mid-1950's but it was far below the
levels set in the 1930fs and early 1940's. Some land formerly in wheat was put
into cats after 1954, In 1962, there were 6,000 acres of oats in the county come
pared with 19,000 acres in 1955 and 32,000 acres in 1939, Whitman ranked f£ifth in
the state in oats acreage in 1962. _

Oats yields have varied from an average of 35 bushels per acre to 62 bushels
per acre in the county since 1939. In 1952, 366,000 bushels were harvested from
6,000 acres for an averago yield per acre of 61 bushels. Whitman ranked sixth in
the state in oats production in 1962, :

According to the Census of Agriculture, a total of 382 farms reported growing
oats in Vhitman County in 1959. Oats acreages are scatbered throughout the county
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except in the weatern por*ion and along the southern border,

Rye ig a minor crop in Uhifman County., Aéreage has ranged from as little as
10 acres to about 1,400 acrss in the co t since 1939, ..In 1962, only 6,000
busiiels were hLarvested from & tot al f 00 acres,

)
Table 18, Oats and Rye:~ écreage, Yield

YWhitman County, l°39-196

*_ Oats -Ryve - -
Year Harvasted Yield Production ||Harvegted Tield o duction
" Acres (bushels (bushels) Acres (bushels (bushels)

per acre) - per _acre) .
1939 | 32,000 40.0 1,280,000 || 300 21.0 6,300
1940 | 27,800 38.0 1,055,900 {f - 510 216 11,000
19k | 23,600 35.0 826,000 || - 710 17.0 12,100
1942 | 28,100 50.0 1,391,000 k70 28,1 13,200
1943 *26;&90 L5.0 1,188,000 300 29.0 8,700
19hL | 19,000 48.0 912,000 10 19.0 190
1945 | - 27,000 50.0 850,000 20 22.0 o
1946 | 11,400 9.5 561,300 20 20.0 400
947 11,l00 W1.5 541,500 30 18,3 550
1948 9,200 45.5 113,600 30 20,7 620
1949 | 10,500 Lk.5 467,200 30 17.3 520
1950 | 13,000 57.5 747,500 70 15.1- 1,060
1951 | 10,800 49.5 524,700 11 . 110 27.0 1,8?0
1952 | - 10,000 51.5 515,000 - 170 12.4 2,100
1953 9,400 51.0 479,400 + 220 19.1° h,eoo
195h | 1k,500 61.5 891,800 || 210 20,0 L,1%0
1955 . 19,000 38.5 731,500 270 30.0 8,100
1956 | 15,900 49.0 779,100 350 11.5 },020.
1957 | 16,300 55.0 896,500 || 1,000 34.5 - 34,500
1958 | 13,600 39.0 530,400 900 20,5 18,150
19591 12,600 52.0 655,200 || 1,L00 23.5 32,900
1960 [ 11,000 L5.5 500, 500 910 32.1 29,210
1961 12,500 | L5.0 - 562,500 300 30.0 9,000
1962 6,000 61.0 366 000 200 30.0 é,000

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A..
Dry Field and %eed Pesas

As early as the first World Wer period, some ary peas were grown in-the
county. ' The production of dry peas was of minor importance, however, until about
the middle of the 1930's. During the 1930's, the production of dry peas became an
important enterprise in the eastern part of the county where the annual rainfall
is around 20 inches or more. The importance of the diy pea enterprise was in-
creased greatly during World War II when the competitive price of peas made thig
crop even more profitab]e thanAwinter wheat. ‘ . . .

For- & 'short time, peas were groun after peas in the rotaclon, in some cases
for as many as three ysars consecutively, The annual cropping with dry peas as an
alternate crop in the rotatlon pushed to the west in the county. during the war
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period because of the high price for peas and the higher than normel rainfall

which occurred., By 1949, the productlon of dry peas decreased to about one-third
of the war-time peak. In 1959 163, 079 053 pounds were harvested from a total of

112,138 acres on 651 farms. Whitman is hy far the leading dry peas county in the
state. In 1959, it produced 60 percent of the state's dry peas.

Dry peas have become increasingly popular in the crop rotation plans of grain
farmers. As sn annmual legume, peas are grouwn to restore soil nitrogen and control
erosion as well as to act as a cover and green manure crop. On many wheat farns,
they are a replacement of summerfallow. White Canadian and Alaska are the most
popular spring-seeded field pea varietles, accounting for most of the peas grow
Peas are raised for human food, seed and livestock feed.

Table 19. Dry Peas: Acreage, Yield and Production
Whitman County, 194}4~1959

Dry Peas -
Year | yarvested Yield Production
Acres {pounds per acre) | {pounds)
194k | 218,309 1,356 295,954,900
1949 126 7.8 783 99,265,377
19501 73,318 1,374 100,712,831
1959 | 112,138 | 1,456 163,679,053

Source: U, S. Census of Agriculture

Hay Crcps

Hay forms the third major crop growm in Whitman County after grains and. dry
peas. The amount of land devoted to hay in the county has declined since 192?.

In 1520, land from which hay was cut amounted to 45,000 acres compared with 28,800
acres in 1959.

Among the hay crops grown in Whitman County, alfalfa is the most important.
J.n 1797, B.DOU.'G 00 percem; OI t.ne ‘GOB&.L .LaIIO in nay was GSVO'DEQ '\aU d.J.fE..LLd. on [)L
farms. Alfslfa has ranged between 27,000 and 15,000 acres in the county since
1939, 1In 1962, about hS,hOO tons of alfalfa was cut from 18,900 acres in the
county representing a yleld of 2.6 tons per acre. Accordlng to the Sensus of
A sunad maa'¥ -~ ms et wan e Ta oo de ke ) P B - P menmms 2ta VTOCD ecvm o ]

A o~
ug.l..l.bu..!.mu G, d.UpI Q.K..Lllld.bb.l.y a qud.r‘oez UJ. Ulle voval d.LJ-l:LJ.-Ld- Crup Ll J-7;'7 wad oviau W

the farm., Alfalfa is groun throughout the agricultural areas of the county.

Other hay crops are relatively minor. Whitman Countyts acreage of clover and

+imathy hav has dnorasaad aver +ha last anartar santury T+ rasrhad a hiech af
Wdadid S VL‘J ‘»‘“J RACAW Abdwd UCGWhE WV GL Wi ACA \1\4“ Wiwd W hd WA J L] U b DAV ILWLE A Al 5&‘ Nof dp

3,200 acres in 1956. Since then, the acreage has fluctuated, dropping to around
2,000 in 1962. About 3,200 tons were harvested in the county in 1962,

wulture showed 185 county farms remortin g clover-timothy hay in

Cengm igriculture showed 105 county farms repo lover-timotk hay ir

of Apr
c of Agr
1959. host of the lover-tlmothy is produced in the eastern part of the ecounty.
The acreage of small grain cut for hay in the county has declined greatly since
the 1920's, In 1959, these grains--wheat, barley, oats and rye--cut for hay
amounted to 2,717 acres. Grass silage, on the other hand, has increased in impor-
tance in the county. Acreage in grass silage increased from Sk in 1949 to 80k in
1954 and 1,}11 in 1959. The amount of land from which other hay has been cut

totaled 2 723 acres in 1954 and 2,065 in 1959.
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Table 20, Alfalfa Hay and Clover-Timothy Hay
Acreage, Yield and Produc‘ba.on
) unloman t..ounr,v, .1.}7')?-.!.70..

Alfalfa Hay Clover and Timothy Hay
Year | Harvested |’ %?r'ii: Production Harvested %%Zi: .| Production .
. Acres Per Acre) ~ {Tons) . Acres (Per !‘:cre) (Tons)
1939 23,200 | 1.5 | 34,800 8 1,100 1.7 1,970
1940 2u,1oo 1.9 . 46,900 1 1,530 N s | 1,750 -
9| 25,400 1.9 0,200 § 1,800 1.6 2,850
1942 | 25,600 1.9 ,h9 000 . jf. 1,770 - 2.0 3,520
1943 1 24,800 3.6 _89,200_.4, 71,&60' 1.5 2,250
okl 23,900 1.6 38,300 1,300 1.5 1,900
ighs | 22,200 1.8 hﬁ,ooo - 1,h20 1,5 2,100
19461 18,700 2.0 036,700 i 1,520 1.6 2,L00
19471 17,600 1.8 31,000 {1,660 1.5 2,560
948} 15,900 2.6 la,900 § 1,720 1.6 2,750
1949 | 15,600 1.7 26,000 2,080 1.5 3,10
1950 | 16,000 1.8 28,800 1,880 2.5 L, 700
1951 | 19,500 1.8 35,300 1,940 2.5 L,850
1952 | 19,900 2.0 39,800 - 2,420 CL.T 1,100
1954 | 20,900 2.2 45,800 2,510 1.5 3,800
1955 | 23,300 2.0 uﬁ 600 2,690 1. 3,900
1956 | 27,000 2.3 62 100 3,200 1.8 5,800
19571 26,600 2.3 61,100 2,000 1.5 3,000
1959 : 20!000 2.1 '}42;0,00 2,900.- 1.6 ’43600 :
<1960 + - 18,000 - 2.2 - 39,000~ - 2,800 ‘1.6 4, 400
1961 | 19,200 1.9 35,700 2,100 1.6 3,400 .
1962 | 18, 900 2.4 15,100 2,000 1.6 3,200
" ‘Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U,S.D.A. -
Lentils

Len‘bil n“oductlon is an increag;gzgly :me)or'bant farm egtemrise in Whi ‘i'm:-m
: County. whltman is by far the leading lent.il producing county in the state. - In
1959, 172 farms reported harvesting 12,827,898 pounds of lentils from a total of
16,938 acres, The county production accounted for about 79 percent of the st.ate

total in that year. o

Field Seed Crorps

) .Fleld aeed crops are. an important specialty in Whitman County. In 1959, 5
farms’ ‘reported having 1,007 acres in Merion bluegrass from which 195,800 pounds of
seed were harvested. The county accounted for-about 18 percent of the state
Merion bluegr ass seed production in that year. ‘

In 1059, whea’ograss seed amounting to0 131 200 pounds was also harvested in the
county from 70L acres on li farms. Other field seed crops in 1959 included 120
acres of alfalfa seed, 115 acres of red fescue seed, 10 acres of tall fescue seed
and 8 acres of red clover seed, Production during the year was as follows:
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18,000 pounds of alfalfa seed, 58,500 pounds of red fescue seed, 1,000 pounds of
tall fescue seed and 793 pounds of red clover seed.

Vegetbables

According to the Census of Agriculture, there were 1,008 farms in Whitman

mty which harvested vegetables Tor houe use only in 'IQR'Q- Tn the same year, 1.8

.y v ekt irie il VDR VDK O Yo ANl WS Veeany ——. DRIl QRN

’arms in the county harvevted a total of 1,100 acres of vegetables for s¢le Com—
mercial vegetable acreage has been increasing in the county since World Var II.

In 19y, there were only 60 acres of vegetahbles harvested for sale. Most of the
commercial vegeteble acreage ha been in green peas. In 1959, abcut 98 percent of

vegetables harvested for sale was in green peas.

._)

Tree Fruits

Land in bearlng and nonvbearing fruit orchards amounted to about Ll acres on
47 farms in Whitman County in 1959. The county's fruit industry has been de-
clining since the turn of the century. Apples and prunes were most important in
the county around 1900. DMNore recently, peaches and apricots have become the main
fruits produced in the area. Many of the fruit trees are harvested for home use
only. Commercial orchards are found in the steep~sloped farmlands and terraces of
the Snalte River Canyon on the southern margin of the county.

Table 21. Pruit Trees of Bearing Age

thitman County, 19001959

Year | Apple Pear Peach | Cherry | Plum & Prune | Apricot
1900 | 381,611 | 52,1161 38,520 | 21,748 106,95 1,820
1910 | 267,748 | 20,650 | 50,817 | 22,966 L9, Lks 4,110
1920 | 121,139 | 10,156 | 36,613 | 17,10k 28,446 669
1930 12,147 7,287| 25,909 | 9,688l 13,747 6,292
1940} 7,kb2 | 2,187 28,609 | L4,373 1,433 9,638
1950 55251 2,233 17,302 | 3,765 1,732 6,539
2954 12,1431 1,085) 7,833 1,013 170 2,649
1959 932§ 1,15%L{ 11,696 151 60 2,647

Source: U. S. Census of Agriculture

Potatnas
Nt R VN N W

Potatoes have decliped as a commercial crop in Whitman County. In 1920,
there were over 2,500 acres compared with an estimated 50 acres in 1962. The

Census of Agrie 1'!'111"1: counted 258 farme with potatoes for home use or for sale in

FREPWE Ve fige alla WA AL N M L W AT ANy VA AR l.lvvuuvv'uv e WA AANAIENS WA ava g [29

1959 compared with 728 in 1954, Potatoes are grown in the west-central part of
the county. .
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Table 22. Number of Farms, land in Farms and Value of Livestock and Crops
Sold Off Farms, Washington Couniies - 1959
Value of all Value of all -
County Number |All Land in .Crops Sold off | Livestock and their
o™ of Farms | Farms (acres) Farms (doliars)| Products Sold 02%
_ - ‘ Fams (dollars)
Adans 786 1,076,960 - 21,055,532 - 3,547,300
Agotin - 35 . 36k, 105 2,589,502 1,179,464
Benton 1,281 562,609 | 12,912,165 - 3,958,996
Chelan 1, ,636 215,6L6 16, 877 563 . 660,083
Clallam "n2l, 68,739 ?06,055 2,858,512
Clark 2,718 188,479 3,020,725 8, 222,&99
Columbia 323 359,13} 9,778,027 1,148,786
Cowlitz .1,01h | 80,176 1,022,291 2,608,88Y -
Douglas 935 | 1,012,561 | 12,985,276 1, 067 7h3-
Ferry. . 283 298,247 396,38Y "$31,087 -
. Franiclin 742 _ 590.,027 -1 10,305,160 3,096,711
Garfield 274 344,094 6,571,789 98,109
Grant - 2,L87 1 075,62 - | 26,083,038 12,555;69h
Grays Harbor 896 99,527 924,067 - 2,639,777
Island 193 38,702 515,863 1,509,572
Jefferson 266 35,123 212,568 - "758,107
King 2,952 114,719 - ,nh0,212 14,298,190
Kitsep 906 29,776 437,019 1,37h,5h7 ,
Kittitas 905 580,035 - | . "2,961,833 10,945,370
Klickitat | . 7la 960,615 | . 3,859,102 3,083,79?
Lewis 2,230 255,012 1,893,636 75,935,581
Lincoln . 959 1,422,981 | 21,035,259 3,253,383
IMason 328 | | ,5, | 202,894 . 728,250
Okanogan 1,762 2,048, h06“ 10,681,58) 5,723,537
Pacific . 199 53,348 | 819,22 1,086,617
Pend Oreille | 366 C32L,239 |- 255,001 1,222,488
Plerce 2,535 153,363 ‘| 4,928,685 10,850,000
San Juan 209 hS,?OT..A - 91,694 595,403
Skagit 1,740 ia,770 6,722,958 9,167,984
Skamania 177 20,117 - 283,595 259,736
Snohomish 2,919 148,604 2,768,695 12,899,210
Spokane 2,990 822,008 15,091,158 8,403,816
Stevens 1,608 _ 802,?76_ 3,836,457 5,676 015
Thursten 1,220 J142,170° | 1,952,108 5,836 930 |
Wahkiakum | 302 : Ag6,299'_ S 17,8 1,052,6l2
Walla Walla 961 822,729 19,957,499 h,228,801
I | 18k | LWEIG | Mfmin T
THAN 1,485,709 32 39
Takima 5.010 | TI,88L.595 7§f766f%%7 3;f§i§f3§§
State Total | 51,577 | 16,716,972 353,816,184 215,388,266
Source: U, S. Census of Agriculture, 1959.



